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Dea Redalers,

As you may have ndticed, this
isale has 4 extra pages. | have more
to print than | could fit on 16 pages.
However, that does not mean that |
have too much material for the future
isdles.

Thank-you for respondng and
adively making this magazne asuc-
cess Thank-you for the donations of
articles, letters, and money that you
sent to us. They are very much appre-
ciated.

We figured ou how to save on
postage. If we send the magaznes off
the day after we print, they will be
light enoughto be clased as one
ource If we wait a few days to send
them off, they will be dassd as two
ources. Thereasonisthe wpiers hea
the paper up to melt the toner, which
dries the paper out, making it lighter.
But that will not work for this issue
becauseit isbigger.

If you find in this magazne awy
thing that disagrees with the Bible,
please bring it to our attention. Our
goal is to print only biblicdly sound
material that brings hona and dory
to God.

On Monday evening, November
18, 2002my Grandpa died. He was
prepared to de. It is a joy to know
that he went to heaven, to a better
place

The Dash
| read of aman who stood to speek
At the funeral of afriend
He referred to the dates on her tomb-
stone

Editor’' s Desk

o

He noted that first came her date of
birth

And spoke the foll owing date with
teas.

But he said what mattered most of al
Was the dash between thase yeas,
(19341998
For that dash represents al thetime
That she spent dive on eath...
And nav only thase wholoved her
Know what that little line is worth.
For it matters not, how much we own
The cars...the house...the cash,
What mettersis how we live and love
And hav we spend our dash.

So, think abou thislong and hard...
Are there things you d like to change?
For you rever know how much timeis
left,

That can still be rearanged.

If we could just slow down enowgh
To consider what'strue and red,
And awaystry to understand
The way other people fed.

And ke lessquick to anger,
And show appredation more
And love the peoplein our lives
Like we've never loved before.

If wetred ead ather with resped,
And more often wea a smile.
Remembering that this speda dash
Might only last alittle whil e.
So, when your eulogy’ s being read
With your life's adions to rehash...
Would you be proud of the things they

say
Abou how you spent your dash?
Author Unknown

My Grandpa' s dash was well spent.

Come visit us ometime.

From the beginning...to the end In his srvice
Melvin Martin
The Boys Bugle Winter 2003 3



The Love of Jesusis Aggressve
By Leonard Martin

“For if ye love them which
love you, what thank have ye? for
sinners aso love those that love
them. And if ye do good to them
which do good to you, what
thank have ye? for sinners aso
do even the same. And if ye lend
[to them] of whom ye hope to re-
ceave, what thank have ye? for
sinners aso lend to sinners, to re-
ceve & much again.” Luke 6:32-
34 (KJV)

Here in these passages we see
the kind d love illustrated that
we can manufacture in and o
ourselves. It takes no greder
power than self to live out this
love. It is natura and most any-
body can produceit. Thisis sm-
ply saying that if someoneis nice
to me, | can be nice to them. If
someone sends me acard, | can
naturally send them one. If some-
one says “hi” to me, | then repea
it back to them. If my spouse or
my neighba treats me nice |
then can treat them in aniceway.
Our churches are full of this kind
of people. The problem with this
love is that it is natural and cer-
tainly fals far short of what the
scriptures are cdling the true fol-
lower of Jesusto live out.

Consider the following verse:
“But love ye your enemies, and
do good and lend, hoping for
nothing again; and your reward
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shall be gred, and ye shall be the
children of the Highest: for he is
kind urto the unthankful and [to]
the evil. Be ye therefore merciful,
as your Father also is merciful.”
Luke 6:35-36 (KJV) We see by
these verses that our love is to
reah out to those that do ot
look at us, that do nd trea us
nicdy, that take advantage of us.

Here ae some more verses
that contrast the two kinds of
love:

“For if ye love them which
love you, what reward have ye?
do nd even the pubicans the
same? And if ye salute your
brethren only, what do ye more
[than athers]? Do na even the
pubdicans ? Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.”
Matt 5:46-48 (KJV) Here we see
that Christ was cdli ng his foll ow-
ers to a love that we all know
does not come naturaly. It is
only those that are born again
that can love in this aggressve
way. Withou Christ, man is
driven to proted him self, his
stuff, and his way with his might,
his wegoors, and hs rules. With
Christ, our aggresson kemomes
tempered and empowered by His
might, the sword o His girit,
and by Hisrules.

One day Jesus was on his
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way through Jericho and a big
crowd of people were dl around
him. There was this little man
who nobaly liked and that was
despised by al. He wanted to see
Jesus and it seems that, because
he was little, he dimbed into a
tree so he oould see over the
crowd. Jesus came under this tree
and knowing that Zacchaeus was
up there, stopped and invited
himself to hishouse.

How many of us have the ag-
gressve love that Jesus had? Put
your self in these shoes. Say, you
know a person that is bad, de-
spised by al; nobaly has any-
thing to do with this person.
Would you have the capadty of
love for the person to invite your-
self to their home because you
redly want to show them a love
that is superior to what they are
sedng in the so-cdled Christian?

Sometimes we forget who is
the aggreswor. Follow this gory
with me.

Joseph was a pastor in Roma-
niain the 70's when the commu-
nists ruled the land. One night he
was on hs way as usua, to
preat to a group d Christians
gathered in a little vill age, hiding
S0 as not to be seen. On his way,
he was arrested and taken to jall
for preaching the gospel. After
being locked up two men entered
the cél and started beding him,
knocking his head against the
wal. Then two ahers came in
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and treaed him torturously in the
same way, and returally, Joseph,
from the &use ad pan
screamed. The next day two en-
tered his cdl again, but this time
they wanted to talk. Before they
had time to talk, Joseph asked
them if he culd make an apal-
ogy. So, they listened as Joseph
proceeded to apologize for
screaming when they bea him
the night before. He said, "I am

so glad to suffer like Jesus did.”
After this Dbseph suffered 6
months of painful interrogation.
Some of the interrogation was to
bring up hs past sinful yeas be-
fore he was conwverted and spread
it to al the Christians around
One time he was so discouraged
that he felt like giving up bu his
wife told him, "You wanted to
die for Christ, now do it.” That
night he had a dream that he was
carying his cross to a point of
exeaution and on hs way there,
he had Christians on either side
of him clapping their hands with
encouragement. The second part
of the dream showed him carry-
ing his cross with Christians on
both sides throwing mud at him.
He felt Jesus was s@ying to him,
"You are looking for a aossthat
is nice aaxd smooth and that is
padded, but my cross is the old
rugged ore.” Next day at the in-
terrogation, he told the interroga-
tor, "l pray for you. | pray for
(Continued on page 14)
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The Old Time Farmer

Taken from, “The Farmers', Gardeners and Stock-Raisers’ Guide.” (1850)

heas others use profane, indecent, ill words, or istempted to use them himself,

“A gudeword isas onsaid asanill one.” Will not every person, when he

A Gude Word. — The Scotch have this proverb: --

The Importance of Industry

Man must have occupation a be miserable. Tail is the
price of deg, o hedth, and d enjoyment. The world
does not contain a brier or athorn that Divine mercy could
have spared. We ae happier with the sterility which we
can owvercome by induwstry, than we culd have been with
sporntaneous plenty and unboundakd profusion.

The Vaue of books in the Courtry

When a young man has acquired alove of realing, and, d
course, arelish for intelledua pleasure, he never suffers
for the want of society, and hes one of the best preserva-
tives against disspation and clownish manners. In the
want of such safe-guards, afondressfor low company and
noisy, intemperate pleasures, in the leisure seasons of ru-
ral life, may stea uponhim unawares. Well-chasen bools,
therefore, in the families of farmers, are of inestimable
value. There shoud be a1 appropriation for them every
yed.

Good Manners on the Publi c Road

In meeting loaded teams on the road, if it is very incon-
venient for them to turn ou, it is common courtesy to give
them more of the road than the law requires; also, in med-
ing others, provided we have the best part of the road.
Good manners are & conspicuous on the pulic highway
as in the parlor. If we withess them in traveling among
strangers, we imagine ourselves among Christian people.

.joUO || Ue Se pIes UOGs Se S| pIomapnb e, Tey) “eouisws)

Thefirst degreeof folly isto think one's sif wise; the next isto tell others.

(o3}
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YoungPeople of the Bible

A Series of Bible Charader Stories that tead alesson.

David

The Power of Faith

What does it take to kill a giant
in face-to-face mbat—qgrea
strength? previous experience? su-
perior weapons? Would you like to
face agiant if youwere amed with
nothing but a slingshot and faith in
God? David dd and won.

All of us are familiar with the
acount of David's victory over
Goliath (1 Samuel 17). It isafavor-
ite Sunday schod lesson and ap-
peds to people of al ages. It is a
very satisfying story because the
big boastful bully (Goliath), with
all of his weapors and military
know-how, is done in by a smple,
unasauming shepherd boy with a
stone and a sling. All of us identify
with David and wish we @uld as
easily overcome those who threaten
or annoy Uus.

But David's victory was nat a
matter of chance or aresult only of
Goliath’s overconfidence. God
helped David, and He helped David
because of his faith. David's faith
had been tested while he was keep-
ing the sheg and it had passd the
test. David had looked to God for
help in overcoming the wild ani-
mals and He gave David the wis-
dom and strength to kill them.
David gave God the glory for these
victories and trusted Him to help
him in meding any new enemies.
Saul offered David wegpors to
fight with, but David refused them.
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They would only be ahindrance to
the onewhowas armed of God.

How much God values faith in
His human creatures. “Without
faith it isimpaossible to please Him:
for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that He s, and that Heisare-
warder of them that diligently seek
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). Do we de-
sire wonderful blessing in ou lives
and the lives of our loved ores?
Most of the mirades of the New
Testament and many in the Old
were performed as rewards of faith.
God is still performing mirades to-
day. For example, new birth is a
mirade; God's care for our physical
welfare (often in ways unknown to
us) isamiracle; and, as one seaular
writer has clamed, a marriage
which lasts for many yeas and
which remains truly happy all that
time is a miracle. We nedl faith to
obtain these blessings and to appre-
ciate them.

Do we desire victory over our
spiritual enemies? We ae given a
list of God's provisions for Chris-
tian warfare in Ephesians 6. One
verse has dways stood ou for me:
“Above dl, taking the shield of
faith, wherewith ye shall be ale to
guench al the fiery darts of the
wicked” (verse 16). The Lord said
to Peter, “Satan heth desired to
have you that he may sift you as

(Continued on page 18)
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The Calling o:

Melvin H. Martin

Melvin was born on November 5,
1928 He grew up on his parents’ farm
in Brownstown, Pennsylvania. He was
a cild during the Grea Depresson
and leaned thriftiness and good stew-
ardship.

One time they got aload of young
steas from Virginia. Shortly after they
arrived, a gate came open, and the
steers escaped, running toward
Brownstown. If you know anything
about how stees aad when they are
loose in a new and strange place you
redize what a problem they had on
their hands. Melvin believed in the
power of prayer. He prayed that they
would turn around and run badk into
their pen. After running about a mile,
they met some barking dogs, turned
around, and ran badk into their pen!!!

On November 20, 1948, he mar-
ried Verna Mussr. They had 7 chil-
dren: Elva, Luke, Marian, Arlene,
Lamar, and twins, Jean and Joan.

They bought a small farm in Be-
thel, Pa. Besides farming and dairying
and working various other jobs, he be-
came a voluntee fireman. Later he
joined the anbulance aew and kecane
an EMT (Emergency Medical Tedchni-
cian). Many times, he dropped his
work or was jolted out of seg to go
help some hurting person. Through the
yeas he made 5000ambulance runs as
avoluntee.

Twenty-two yeas ago, he took an
unplanned bregk from ambulance duty.
One night he was rushing a lady to the
hospital. Two drunk men stopped at a
stop sign, saw the ambulance coming
and trying to bea it, pulled out in front
of it. The impad sent the ambulance
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rolling, end for end, three times. The
cab was torn loase and burned, leaving
a terrible pile of wredkage. The lady
died but the dtendant and the two who
had been drinking, survived with mod-
erateinjuries.

Melvin was thrown from the cab
into a ditch, where he lay unconscious,
breahing his vomit. Rescue workers
found him after searching in the dark
for half an hour.

He had multiple injuries and a-
though the doctors did not exped him
to survive, they set to work. Soon
pneumonia set in from the vomit he
breahed, further threaening his life.
He was unconscious for two days.

Three weeks after the addent,
many people gathered at their home to
witnessthe marriage of their daughter,
Arlene. Father's chair was empty, be-
cause he lay in the hospital, improving
but not well enoughto go home.

Rewvery was dow but he was de-
termined. One day he said he is going
to help in the barn. He found he was
unable to push the broom to sweep be-
hind the mws, so he waked around,
pulling the broom. After a yea and a
half, he was working the farm again,
though he was often tired.

He enjoyed helping his wife in the
garden. Planting swee potatoes semed
to be a hobby. He kept his buildings
well painted and when he got out the
paintbrush, more than the building re-
caved paint. He dso kept his equip-
ment well greased and the oil changed,
and made sure the next generation
knows how important that is.

About one-half yea ago, he quit
his part time job becaise his hedth was
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dedining. His lungs, probably we&k-
ened by the acddent, were barely
working. The first week of September
he was in the hospital with pneumonia.
He very much wanted to go to his
grandson, Daniel’s wedding in New
York on the seventh. The doctor dis-
charged him, and gave permisson for
him to go to the wedding. A day later,
he was on his way to New York. He
enjoyed the wedding and taking g-and-
son, Jese for awalk (seepicture on the
front cover). The trip seamed to do him
good Three weeks later, he was again
in the hospital but soon home again.

In a month and a half, he was bad
in the hospital. Antibiotics had de-
stroyed his intestines and his kidneys
failed. His wife of 54 yeas, continued
to faithfully stand by his gde. Othersin
the family also spent much time & his
bedside. It was hard to watch him suf-
fer and dlowly dip away, unable to
help him.

He slipped into semi-
consciousness for a day. After severa

Melvin as a school boy.
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hours of struggling for breah, he half
opened glazed eyes. Then he put his
head badk and opened his eyes wide,
reveding blue, blue eyes that were
clea and focused on something up
above, high wp. It was evident that he
saw something, something delightful —
asmileflitted acosshis face he dosed
his eyes again, and that was the end of
his life here. It was November 18,
2002

He was 74 yeas young. He had 42
grandchildren (one more born since)
and 6 grea grandchildren. Grandpa
will be missed by many. His smile and
sense of humor will be remembored.
He loved to take the grandchildren for
walks. Many a fussy baby was quieted
when Grandpa caried or walked them.

A quote of his was: | don't get
hungry or tired becaise | ea before |
get hungry and rest before | get tired.
He'd also say: | like when the work is
done and they didn't ea yet. He was a
hardworking man, even when he was
hardly able to get around.

We wish you well, and — as
Grandpa would often say — keep up the
goodwork!

Grandpa has answered his last
call. If you were the next to receve a
final call, would you mee your Crea-
tor in peace? A\

Melvin and Verna soon after
they were married.
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Questions and Answers

Q. #1.Isit ever right to bre&k a vow? And if it is, when would that
be?

Answersto questionsfrom thelast issue:

Q. #1.Imagine that you've died, and are standing kefore the judg-
ment throne, and God asked you, “What have you dore to get to
heaven?’ What would your answer be?

Answer: Your answer shoud have been: “I’ve trusted that Christ
has paid the price for my sins.”

Q. #2. What does it mean to walk by faith?

A. #1.To wak by faith is to believe what God said, and to ad upon
it even though you may not seethe result.
Written and Submitted by: Nathaniel Martin

A. #2.In this question, “to walk,” means how you act or live. So to walk
by faith means your adions are determined by what you trust and believe
in. If we have nathing else to trust, we will need to depend on arselves.
Our passions will carry us along. Most people say they believe in someone
or some deity. Indeed many try to live by the teadings of Buddha, or Mu-
hammad or.... the list islong. Many others say they believe in the God of
the Bible, but the teadings of religious leaders, or even their own fedlings,
are more important to them than the Bible. What we do, not necessarily
what we say, shows what we have faithin.

The Bible cetainly is a very popuar book; nevertheless, this book
says that many will use His name but not do as He says.

So, what does it mean to walk by faith in the Christ of the New Testa-
ment, the Rock of Ages? We cainot say we believe someone, if we disre-
gard what he says. His first commandment is to love, first Him, then our
neighbar. (Matt. 22:37-39 See 4so 1John 323) By this we know that we
love the dildren of God, when we love God and ke His command-
ments. 1 John 5:1-5. In ather words, if we do ot love, we ae not keguing
His commandments. If we do not kegp His commandments, we do nat
love.

To wak by faith in Christ is to oley even if it seems nobod; else
does. If we compromise truth for the sake of fellowship, we have more
faith in the fell owship than we have faith in God. Instead of trying to make
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sure you and yours are getting fellowship, try to make sure you are giving
fellowship and properly accommodating all those you med. But now God
has st the members, each one of them, in the body as it has pleased
Him. (1 Corinthians 12:18) We should simply obey and trust Him enough
to let the building of the dhurch to Him.

In this walk, we will walk over no ore. We will esteem others better
than ourselves. Insteal of regarding other Christians with an attitude of: |
have no nedl of you, we will redlize that, much rather the members of
the body seeming to be weaker are necessary. (1 Corinthians 12:21-22)
If we cat out or rgect those that are born of Christ and walking in His
Spirit, we will be walking in the faith of our own church. We need His
church.

We will give unquestioning submisson to Him, including honaing
al authorities He has st up, as long as they alow us to abey Him. Our
walk will represent Hiswill.

When people observe our walk, whom do they think we have faith in?

Submitted by R. Martin.

Q. #3.From last isaue.
Brain Teaser

90% of the time the “shun” soundis gelled “tion.” How many
other ways can you find to spell the “shun’” sound? Give an example
for each:

1.tion acdion

(ANSWERYS): So far, I’ ve been able to come up with 9ways:

-sion comprehension -cean @ean
-shion fashion -sian Russgan
-Cian pdti cian -cion suspicion
-xion complexion -chion stanchion
-tian Martian

Submitted by: Jane Demers
Vergennes, Vt.

Please send usyour questions and answers:
The Boys Bugle
207 Courty RD 56
Potsdam, N.Y. 13676
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From our Readers: j_u

Dea Mr. Martin,

| enjoy reading your newsletter but wanted to comment on two
subjedsin the Fall 2002issue.

Question: Is it right to serveasaJuror?

Your answer reflects a different perspective on the issue. You
guaed Romans 3:23 and 1219 which relate to hav we shoud
personally deal with ou transgressors. Whereas | believe that a
juror is an agent of the government and is nat under these restric-
tions.

Our government and judicial system were formed by men who
were well versed in Scripture and | believe were inspired by their
faith in God. Our judicial system says everyone is innccent urtil
proven guilty and that everyone has the right to a jury of their
peeas. What would happen if only non-believers srved as jurors?
Could the nonbelievers (who may even be haostile to ou faith)
fairly represent our Christian brothers? Furthermore, who may be
more fair (or at least have asolid basis for any decision), a Chris-
tian or non-believer?

Consider these verses in Romans: 13.1 “Everyone must submit
himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority ex-
cept that which God established . . .Consequently, he who rebels
against the authority is rebelli ng against what God hes instituted.”
134 "...Heis God's srvant, an agent of wrath to bring punsh-
ment on the wrongdoer.” From these verses | am led to believe
that governments have the right to administer justice and proted
their citizens from evil doers. Our government has the God given
authority to call us into service, whether that service is jury or
military service.

As far as the problem with giving an cath, given the tolerance in

our society, | would be surprised if you were not given a waiver
after presenting your objedions.

12 Winter 2003 The Boys Bugle



Does having insuranceindicate a lack of faith and trust in God?
While | agree with many of your points, | mildly disagree with your
conclusion and would like to provide you some other thoughts to
consider.

What is insurance? it is the poding of the resources of many people
to provide asgstance to thase who redl it (some insurance @mpa-
nies dlely represent a spedfic Christian denomination). Unfortu-
nately there is no such community as there was in Acts 4:32 in most
Christian groups and people in nead are usually not provided diredly
for by others. In these cases insurance has been a substitute.

1 Timothy 5:8 “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and es-
pecialy for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unteliever.” | have heard this used as a reason to buy
life insurance while you have ayoung family to suppat.

Sincerely,
Kirk Nickman
Bloomington, MN

Dea Kirk,
Thank-you for your letter. Thanks for the stimulating thoughts.
Here are some thowghts | had in resporse to your letter.

It istrue that ajuror is an agent of the government. However, whil e you are
serving the government, do you have your whole heat, soul, and mind
fully devoted to God? Are we following God dl the time, 7 days a week,
24 hous a day, or are we just a Christian on Sunday morning? Matthew
22:37-40

Do you have awy proof that the founding fathers of America were well
versed in the scriptures?

Also, the government is full of unbelievers. | would na want to be un-
equally yoked with unkelievers, especialy having to make important deci-
(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 5)
your wife. | pray for your family.
| pray for your salvation.

It was only a short time after
this that they let him go free Be-
fore leasing, the most cruelest
interrogator pulled Joseph aside
and said, "l am going to miss
you. Many that | am crudl to, hate
me and rightfully so, but you are
different”! Joseph's love got right
into that hard, hard cruel man.

My reader, we forget who is
the aggressor. We may have no
more than the gospel, love, and
the realiness to be slaughtered,
but we ae the aggressors!!!! As
the Jews hanged Jesus on the
cross they thought they finally
won; But Jesus rose from the
grave in victory as an aggressor
when the Jews thought they were
the aggressor! (Matthew 27) The
Jewish rulers whipped Peter and
John and commanded that they
may not preach Jesus, but they
kept on and the church grew rap-
idly! Was nat the gospel the vic-
tor? (Acts 4) Joseph's older
brothers tried to get rid of Joseph
out of hate, but they ultimately
bowed and begged for mercy at
his fed because he was faithful to
God. Genesis chapter 37 to 45
Perseaution continues today,
even in America When someone
takes a stand and preaches the
truth, many “churches” and reli-
gious communities will cast him
out and by subtlety try to destroy
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him. But the gates of hell will not
prevail against Christ’s church.
(Matthew 16:16-19)

It is time that the true fol-
lower of Jesus gands up and lives
out the radicd Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ; while the
world goes on reting, killing, tak-
ing advantage of others, loving
only those that are nice to them,
and keing prejudiced against
other races. Many religions con-
tinue to excommunicate and re-
jed thase who stand for the truth.
We neal those that are born
again by the Spirit of Jesusto live
out the radical, aggressve love
that is only found in those that
have met Jesus.

While the churches of today
are fighting and splintering,
cliquing, pushing others down to
climb higher themselves, and are
so busy in their own worlds, they
have no time or care for the
lonely hurting souls around We
neal the radicd, aggressive love
of Jesus to be demonstrated by
those that redly know Jesus.

When our marriages are
crumbling and ou homes in gen-
eral are being torn apart with ha-
tred, jealousy, gread and self, we
ned to see this true love coming
out to bring new hope to ou de-
caying situations!

Here are afew examples of
where this love can be found
blooming in spite of the cond-
tionsit findsitself in:
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This true love will care like
the Good Samaritan did when he
found a poa soul lying in the
ditch and saaificed his goods and
comforts to bring hope and lifeto
the poar soul. The religious lead-
es that had passed him by
showed they had norea cae for
him. (Luke 10:30-37)

This true love of Jesus cdls
for the husband to de as Christ
did onthe aoss (Eph. 5:25) and
lead ou and de to self for his
wife without any expedation for
her to make the first move or to
ad in adeserving way.

This true love of Jesus cdls
for the wife to live aChrist like
life of love, (1 Peter 3:1&2) with
desire to win him over. (1 Peter
3:1& 2 iswritten to awife with an
unkbelieving husband)

“But God commendeth his
love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” Romans 5:8 (KJV) Here we
seethat God dd not wait for us
to make the move or He would
still be waiting today. Husbands
and wives, you must go the way
of the aoss withou cdculating
what your repentance and Godly
resporse will do for your spouse.
It isthe right thing to da

Have | written a letter or sent
a cad to that person that was in
my path, even if they may never
respond ladk to me?

Have | taken a gift to that
sour, angry neighbar that every-
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one encourages me to stay away
from?

Have | taken an interest in the
life of the unbeliever?

Have | reached ou to that
lonely, nobaly that lives in the
getto apartment?

Do | greet that stuck up,
crabby employee that | work
with, with a cheery good morn-
ing?

Can | pray for them that des-
pitefully use me, blessthem that
curse me, and do good to those
who hate me? (Luke 6:27& 28)

“Blessthem which persecute
you: bless and curse not. Regjoice
with them that do reoice and
weg with them that weep. [Be]
of the same mind ore toward an-
other. Mind nd high things, but
condescend to men of low estate.
Be not wisein your own conceits.
Remompense to no man evil for
evil. Provide things horest in the
sight of al men. If it be possble,
as much as lieth in you, live
peacedly with al men. Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves,
but [rather] give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Venge-
ance[is| mine; | will repay, saith
the Lord. Therefore if thine en-
emy hunger, feed him; if he
thirst, give him drink: for in so
doing thou shalt heap coals of
fireon hs heal. Be not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with
good” Romans 12:14-21. [
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THE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST

by Tom Lineaweaver

| recently went to a locd restau-
rant and when | came out, | happened
to see awooden box with religious
pamphletsin it, and onthe front of the
box was the word “Free” Well, the
title of the pamphlet at the front was,
“The True Meaning of Christ's First
Coming.” Of course, it peked my
interest.

The author of the aticleisHarold
S. Martin. He starts his article by say-
ing: “During the Advent Season there
are so many things in o communi-
tiesto dstrad one's attention, that we
have a tendency to miss the true
meaning d Christmas.”

Mr. Martin continues by showing
concern abou how some link Christ-
mas to decorated trees, sentimenta
caols, doffice parties, candy, tinsel,
and toys. Well, my dea Mr. Martin,
that is Christmas. The problem is that
the ealy Roman Cathdic Church,
circa354A.D., linked Christ to pagan
rituals auch as the one’'s he mentions,
and that's how we got Christmas in
thefirst place

So, what we need to do to make it
right is take Christ out of Christmas.

When deding with this subjed, |
usually simply tell the truth about the
origin of Christmas. I'll get to that
later. What I’'ll dois give ahypotheti-
cd that will show how we got Christ-
mas in a manner that is more under-
standing to the masses.

Some people who identify them-
selves as Christian do nat get in-
volved with Halloween. They think
it's evil. But, imagine if you will, a
group d people dedding to cdebrate
the birth of Christ on October 30th.
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They do so by linking the birth of
Christ to the Halloween rituals. Dress
up littte dildren like Joseph and
Mary. Boys dresed like Joseph ac-
companying the girls dresed up like
Mary carying a little plastic replica
of Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes
going through town seeking presents
for baby Jesus. They knock on doas,
and when the door is answered they
shou “blessng or curse” instead of
saying “trick or tred.” The meaning
would be the same however. You gve
us a blessng or we'll give you a
curse. The people inside the house
will give those blessngs. Candy
wrapped in paper labeled “Hershey's
Gold,” “Nestlé¢'s Frankincense,” and
“Mars Myrrh.”

Of course, in the ealy days of
this new hdliday, some people would
be upset abou it, and nd take part in
it. They'd even pread against it. But,
in 1500yeas, or so, it will become
yet another man made religious tradi-
tion and will be accested hy the
masss. October 30th will become
“Christeen.” And, like today when a
few enlightened souls tell the truth
abou Christmas, those who tell the
truth abou Christeen will be branded
as heretics. People will ask, “Don't
you believe in the birth of Christ?’
But, when the enlightened ones an-
swer, “yes | believe in the birth o
Chrigt, | just dor't believe in mixing
the birth of Christ with Halloween.”
By then Christeen will be so en-
trenched in religious consciousness
most won't remember what Hall ow-
e was.

Well folks, that's how we got
The Boys Bugle



Christmas. The birth of Christ was
mixed with pagan rituals. People
dor't remember the festival of Bad,
or Brumalia, or Saturnalia, which all
were ceebrated on ¢ about Decen-
ber 25th. For along time, the church
a Rome atempted to bring the pa
gans into the church. Finaly, Pope
Liberius had the brilli ant idea of al-
lowing pagans to come into the
church, acaept the sacaments and
gtill hod on to their pagan rituas,
which in time have aept into the
church at large. Over a thousand
yeas later, Christmas is a man made
religious tradition that is cdebrated
and poteded by people that dort
know any better.

There ae many proofs that what
I’'m saying is true. Encyclopedia ati-
cles, other books written on the sub-
jed al point to the fad that Christ-
mas has it's origin in the mixing of
the birth of Christ with pagan rituals.

The establishment of Christmas
violated several Biblicd principles,
not the least of theseis foundin Exo-
dus 20:3 which states, “You shall
have no other gods before
Me.” (NASV) Then there's Il Corin-
thians 6:14—I8 which states, “Do na
be bound together with unbelievers;
for what partnership have righteous-
ness with lawlessiess or what fel-
lowship hes light with darkness? Or
what harmony has Christ with Belial,
or what has a believer in common
with an unteliever? Or what agree-
ment has the temple of God with
idds? For we ae the temple of the
living God; just as God said, | WILL
DWELL IN THEM AND WALK
AMONG THEM; AND | WILL BE
THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL
BE MY PEOPLE. Therefore, COME
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OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND
BE SEPARATE, saysthe Lord. AND
DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UN-
CLEAN; And | will welcome you.
And 1 will be afather to you, and you
shal be sons and daughters to Me,
saysthe Lord Almighty.” (NASV)

Once you undbrstand that Christ-
mas has been established by mixing
the birth of Christ, a blessed event to
be sure, with pagan rituals, how can
you say that it's okay? Christ is the
light of the world, and paganism is
darkness As is asked abowe, what
fellowship has light (Christ) with
darkness(paganism)?

Christmas has bewme a firmly
entrenched tradition, and it is hard to
convince people that it's wrong and
sinful. In Matthew 15 the Pharisees
came to Jesus and asked, “Why do
your disciples transgressthe tradition
of the dders?’ In response, Jesus
asked in verse 3, “And why do you
yourselves transgress the command-
ment of God for the sake of your tra-
dition?” (NASV) Contextually, the
Pharisees were aking why the disci-
ples dont wash their hands when
they ed. And Jesus was referring to
when they suppasedly give to God
instead of helping their parents even
though God told them to “Honor
your father and mother.” But, | be-
lieve the principle here, is the same.
Many transgress the commandments
of God for the sake of the man made
religious tradition of Christmas.

| urge you, dont take my word
for this. Study the history of Christ-
mas and see for yourself where it
came from. | believe you'll discover,
as | have, that Christmas is a mixing
of the birth of Christ and pagan ritu-
als, and violates Biblica principlés
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(Continued from page 13)

sions with them. “Be ye nat unequally yoked together with urbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousnesswith unrighteousness? and what com-
munion heth light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Be-
lia? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with iddls? for ye ae the temple of the living
God; as God heth said, | will dwell in them, andwalk in them; and | will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among
them, and ke ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and | will receive you. And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. |
think it would be vexation to try to enforce God' s laws in a group d non-
Christian jurors.

Yes, it istrue that we ae to obey the government. However, if the govern-
ment tells us to do something contrary to what God tells us to dg then we
are to obey God. “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We
ought to dbey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

There ae communiti es that will provide for the nealy. | live in ore. Also,
the insurance companies may be responsible for destroying many of the
good communiti es that were in existence?

If you have any more thoughts or questions onthis, please respond.

In Hislove,
Melvin Martin

If anyone dse has anything to add to this, please send it to me.

(Continued from page 7) and he will fleefrom you” (Jam%
whed; but | have prayed for thee, 4:7).
that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:31-

32). Faith, then, is our most impor- By M.K. Canner
tant wegpon in dealing with Satan Used by permissonfrom
and all of his devices. Like David, Moments With The Book

let us regject human solutions and P.O. Box 32
fleshly wegpons, and, armed with Bedford, PA. 15522
faith and the other wegpons God

has provided, let us go forth to meet

the adversary. “Submit yourselves

therefore to God. Resist the devil,
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) ) .. Daniel
Parls_hwlle Christian Church o= o : Stockholm
Services at 9:30 am Sunchy at House
Danid Martin's house.
All are welcome Martin's
Enjoy fellowship, encouragement, Roadside

and stimulationto follow Christ and Marketm O =
u am

CR47

his teachings. 11B
Tapes avail able. Just Ask. = =
Hopkinton
Also, we have singings. If youarein- ~ Potsdam
terested, please contadt usto find out S
thetime and location. 3152650026 g
| Parishvill e
Shell Brothers Sing J)
“Redeaming Love”
Traditional Hymns sung acapell a

(Two o the songs acampanied by upright bassand guitar)
$7eahforlor?2
$5ead for 3 or more

Plus Shipping
Avail ablein both CD or Cassette tape.
The Shell Family
V& A ~ HCRO3Box %
%Cj\\ Williamsvill e, Va. 244&
2% 5409252383

Proverbs
3:27-32

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it isin the power of
thine handto do it. Say not unto thy neighbar, Go, and come again, and to-
morrow | will give; when thou hast it by thee. Devise nat evil against thy
neighbar, seeing he dwelleth seaurely by thee

Strive not with a man without cause, if he have dore theeno herm. Envy
thou nd the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. For the froward is
abominationto the LORD: but his searet is with the righteous.
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Potsdam, N.Y. 13676

The Boys Bugle
207 Courty Rd 56

We knov wha lovels--
throughChrist's havng laid
down Hislife on ou be-
haf; andin the same way
we oughi to lay dovn ou
lives for our brother men

1John3:16 (WNT)



